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lifeblood of the Corps, so we have held the
line! In this regard, what individual Marines
are doing every day counts far more than
anything that is done in Washington. The
standards of our Corps are not simply main-
tained by generals, colonels, and sergeants
major, but, far more importantly, by leaders
throughout the Corps, at every level. The
Marine conviction that Semper Fidelis is a
way of life, not just a motto, speaks power-
fully to the citizens whom we serve. It also
unites us with our fellow Marines, past and
present—inspiring us to push harder, to
reach further, and to reject the very notion
of failure or compromise.

Sustained and strengthened by the ethos of
our Corps, you have accomplished a great
deal during the past 4 years. I have been
humbled to be part of your achievements and
witness to your selfless devotion. Time and
again, Marines distinguished themselves in
contingencies around the world, across the
spectrum of conflict. Marines from across
the Total Force were the first to fight, the
first to help, and the first to show America’s
flag—consistently demonstrating our resolve
and readiness to win when called to action.
With the involvement of the Fleet Marine
Force and input from the entire Corps, the
Warfighting Laboratory has looked hard at
the 21st century strategic environment. Ma-
rines ‘‘stole a march’ on change by testing
new concepts and emerging technologies, ex-
ploring new tools for developing leaders and
decisionmakers, and experimenting in the
“Three Block War.”” Our recruiters, drill in-
structors, and small unit leaders have imple-
mented the Transformation Process and are
recruiting, refining, and developing the
‘“‘Strategic Corporals’ for tomorrow’s con-
flicts. Led by Marines at the Combat Devel-
opment Command, we have deepened our un-
derstanding of operational maneuver from
the sea (OMFTS), its enabling concepts and
technologies, as well as its many challenges.
The men and women serving in the many
thankless billets at Headquarters Marine
Corps and in the joint arena have developed
and articulated our requirements for the fu-
ture and have secured the resources to trans-
late OMFTS into a reality. Our supporting
establishment, at every post and station, has
epitomized selflessness and dedication while
providing for our readiness requirements. All
these things are important—and they are the
accomplishments of every Marine. None of
them, however, are as significant as main-
taining our hands on the twin touchstones of
our Corps.

The words of my father rings as true today
as when he first wrote them over 50 years
ago:

We exist today—we flourish today—not be-
cause of what we know we are, or what we
know we can do, but because of what the
grassroots of our country believes we are and
believes we can do . . . The American people
believe that Marines are downright good for
the country; that the Marines are masters of
a form of unfailing alchemy which converts
unoriented youths into proud, self-reliant
stable citizens—citizens into whose hands
the nation’s affairs may safely be en-
trusted. . . And, likewise, should the people
ever lose that conviction—as a result of our
failure to meet their high—almost spir-
itual—standards, the Marine Corps will
quickly disappear.

May God bless each and every one of you
and may God bless our Corps!.

[Remarks for Pepperdine University
Convocation Series, October 14, 1998]
COMMENTS ON CHARACTER
By Gen. Charles C. Krulak Commandant of
the Marine Corps

I am happy to be here this morning—to
have an opportunity to talk to the leaders
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and thinkers of tomorrow and, more impor-
tantly, the day after tomorrow.

I considered a few different topics to talk
to you about this morning: The importance
of my Christian faith in guiding my personal
and professional life, the Marine Corps’ in-
tensive efforts to develop values in our new-
est Marines, or even my thoughts about our
Nation’s role in humanitarian missions
around the globe . . . I will do that if you
would like—but during the Q&As.

There is another topic that I would like to
talk about today—one that is critical to
each of us, our Nation, and our world—as we
move toward the 21st Century ... A topic
that rarely gets talked about in forums such
as this, which makes it all the more impor-
tant to discuss. It serves as the foundation
for all that we are, all that we do, and all
that we will be . . . I will talk about the im-
portance of character.

I can tell you from personal experience
that combat is the most traumatic human
event. It strips away an individual’s veneer,
exposing his true character. If a character
flaw exists, it will appear in combat—guar-
anteed.

This morning, I will tell the story of an
American whose true character was tested
and exposed in the crucible of war. I will
then draw some conclusions that are applica-
ble to how the rest of us should live our lives
. . . lives where combat will hopefully never
play a role. He was a 19 year old Marine-
about the same age as most of you in the au-
dience this morning. His name was LCPL
Grable. He was a man of courage . . . a man
of character . .. and this is his story . . .
Vietnam . . . It was 0600, the third of June,
1966. I was in command of ‘“G’” Company,
Second Battalion, First Marine Regiment. I
was a First Lieutenant at the time, and had
been given this command because the pre-
vious commander had been killed about one
week earlier. My company had been given a
simple mission that began with a helicopter
assault. We would land in a * * *

* * * * *

of lesser character. Moral cowards never win
in war—moral cowards never win in life.
They might believe that they are winning a
few battles here and there, but their vic-
tories are never sweet, they never stand the
test of time, and they never serve to inspire
others. In fact, each and every one of a moral
coward’s ‘‘supposed victories’” ultimately
leads them to failure.

Those who have the courage to face up to
ethical challenges in their daily lives will
find that same courage can be drawn upon in
times of great stress, in times of great con-
troversy, in times of the never ending battle
between good and evil . . .

All around our society you see immoral be-
havior . .. lying, cheating, stealing, drug
and alcohol abuse, prejudice, and a lack of
respect for human dignity and the law. In
the not too distant future, each of you is
going to be confronted with situations where
you will have to deal straight-up with issues
such as these. The question is, what will you
do when you are? What action will you take?
You will know what to do—the challenge is—
will you DO what you know is right? It takes
moral courage to hold your ideals above
yourself. It is the DEFINING aspect . ..
When the test of your character and moral
courage comes—regardless of the noise and
confusion around you—there will be a mo-
ment of inner silence in which you must de-
cide what to do. Your character will be de-
fined by your decision and it is yours and
yours alone to make. I am confident you will
each make the right one. When that moment
of silence comes and you are wrestling with
your decision, consider this poem:

THE EAGLE AND THE WOLF

There is a great battle

S7295

that rages inside me.
One side is a soaring eagle
Everything the eagle stands for
is good and true and beautiful.
It soars above the clouds.
Even though it dips down into the valleys,
it lays its eggs on the mountain tops.
The other side of me is a howling wolf.
And that raging, howling wolf
represents the worst that is in me.
He eats upon my downfalls and
justifies himself by his presence
in the pact.
Who wins this great battle? . . .
The one I feed.
May God bless you and Semper Fidelis!

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, in
those remarks, Chuck Krulak talked
about character and individual respon-
sibility as it applies to today’s America
and all of the obligations and chal-
lenges that we face today. Character;
character—as usual, General Charles C.
Krulak simply told the truth. We will
be a better nation if we but heed his
advice.

Semper Fidelis Commandant Krulak
and thank you.

I yield the floor.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, am I
correct in assuming that this is the
time, under a previous order, to pro-
ceed to the consideration of the agri-
culture appropriations bill for fiscal
year 2000?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. Morning business is
now closed.

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2000

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to the consideration of S. 1233,
which the clerk will report.

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 1233) making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
programs for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
Appropriations Committee staff mem-
bers and intern be granted floor privi-
lege during consideration of this bill
and any votes that may occur in rela-
tion thereto: Rebecca Davies, Martha
Scott Poindexter, Hunt Shipman, Les
Spivey and Buddy Allen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to present for the Senate’s con-
sideration, S. 1233, the fiscal year 2000
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
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